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08J7. Centre to refer Satluj to inter-departmental 
panel 

           „     ‟        -                            

 The Centre plans to refer the Diljit Dosanjh-starrer Satluj 
to an Inter-Departmental Committee constituted under the IT 
Rules 2021 for a detailed examination and future course of action, 
government sources said on Tuesday, two days after streaming 
platform ZEE5 was directed to take down the film over “security 
concerns”. 

                                                        2021 

    ह           -                                 और        
  र                               रह  ह    र  र                      ह 

     र    ,                     ZEE5    "                    "    
  र       ह                                      ह             
     

 The film, which details the life of activist Jaswant Singh 
Khalra in Punjab in the turbulent 1990s when the State was reeling under terrorism, was 

stuck with the censors for more than three years. 

  ह                                                  ह ,    1990 

                               रह    , और  ह                 
               र               रह   

08J7.  „Bridge Man of India‟ Girish Bharadwaj 

passes away 

 „               ‟                       

 Girish Bharadwaj, who built over 140 hanging 
footbridges across India, passed away at a hospital at Sullia in 
Dakshina Kannada district of Karnataka on Tuesday. 

              ,    ह      र          140                        

    ,                                                          

                  ह       
 An engineering graduate, he 

was known for his low-cost bridges. 

  ह                      और         

                                
 Popularly called the „Bridge Man of India‟, the Union 

Government honoured him with the Padma Shri in 2017. 

              „               ‟  ह            ह               2017 

                           
 

08J7. IDFC First Bank introduces EPFO payment 
services 

                      EPFO                       

 IDFC First Bank has launched provident fund payment 
services through its integration with the Employees' Provident 
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Fund Organisation (EPFO), under the Ministry of Labour and Employment. 

 IDFC First Bank                                                            (EPFO)        

    र                                              ह   
 The integration enables establishments to initiate PF payments directly through the EPFO 

portal and complete transactions via IDFC FIRST Bank's Retail and Corporate Internet 
Banking platforms, the private sector lender said in a statement on Tuesday. 

 इ      र                  EPFO                   PF             र      ह  और IDFC 

FIRST Bank                                                   र     -      र   र      ह              
                          र              ह      र      

 

08J7. IOC provisionally lifts ban on Russian 
Olympic Committee 

                                                
            

 The International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
provisionally lifted its suspension of the Russian Olympic 
Committee (ROC) on Tuesday, a step towards the country‟s 
return to the Olympic fold ahead of the Los Angeles 2028 
Games. 

                         (IOC)                          

      (ROC)  र                                     ह       , 
               2028                 ह                   र  र                            ह   

 The IOC said its Executive Board had lifted the suspension but had not decided yet on 
whether Russia could display its flag, colours, or have its anthem played at the Games. 

 IOC     ह                                  ह        ह ,            ह        ह        ह        

                 ,           ,                        और               ह    
 The ROC was suspended in October 2023 following Russia‟s invasion of Ukraine. 

                                      2023                     (ROC)             र      
        

GS Paper 1: History 08 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
08J7 QUIZ 
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08J7. QUIZ 

1. Guru Har Krishan (1656–1664) 

 Guru Har Krishan was born on 7 July 1656 at Kiratpur Sahib in 
present-day Punjab. He was the younger son of the Seventh Sikh Guru, 
Guru Har Rai. 

 He became the Eighth Sikh Guru in 1661 at the age of five, 

making him the youngest Guru in Sikh history. 

 Death and Legacy: He contracted smallpox while serving the 
afflicted and passed away in 1664 at the age of eight. His memory is 
preserved at Gurdwara Bangla Sahib in Delhi, one of the most revered 

Sikh shrines. His life symbolizes selfless service (Seva) and 

compassion. 

2. Chandradhar Sharma Guleri (1883–1922) 

  Chandradhar Sharma Guleri was born on 7 July 1883 in 
Jaipur. He was a distinguished Hindi writer, linguist, historian, Sanskrit 
scholar, and archaeologist. 

 He is best remembered for writing "Usne Kaha Tha" (1915), 

widely regarded as one of the earliest masterpieces of the modern Hindi 
short story because of its realistic narration, emotional depth, and 

psychological portrayal. 

3. Mohamed Barakatullah Bhopali (1854–1927) 
 During the First World War, he became the Prime Minister of the Provisional Government 

of India, established in Kabul, Afghanistan, on 1 December 1915 under the presidency of 

Raja Mahendra Pratap. 

 Barakatullah travelled extensively across England, Japan, the United States, and other 
countries to mobilize international support against British colonial rule.  

 He was also associated with the Ghadar Movement and promoted India's independence 

through speeches and publications. 
 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 08 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
08J7 On the method for caste enumeration 
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08J7. On the method for caste enumeration 

                       

 The rehearsal or the “pre-test” of the second phase of Census, which started in 16 States 
and Union Territories on July 6, 2026, has an “open column” for respondents to record 

their castes, several officials involved in the exercise told The Hindu. 

              र   र     “  -    ”             ,    6       2026    16       औ            

             ह  ,        र                         र             “        ”          ह , 
    इ                         र         ह              

 The pre-test is on till July 20, 2026, and the outcome will decide how Independent India 
enumerates caste for the first time as part of the Census. 

  ह   -     20       2026          और इ      र     ह     र               र   ह     र 
           ह                                र     

 Other than the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST), caste-wise population 

has not been enumerated in Independent India; the last time such data was collected was in 
1931. 

                 (SC) औ                    (ST)        र,         र           र         
         ह         ह ;    र    र          1931                     

Significance of the ongoing pre-test 

          -             
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 The pre-test exercise also allowed self-enumeration and the portal was accessible from July 
1-5 only in the specific area where the rehearsal is being done. 

   -                -                        और       1-5                                
          ह                     रह  ह   

 The discourse on the methodology of caste enumeration has largely swung between either 
leaving an open column for caste, just as the 2011 SECC did, or preparing a list of castes 
for people to pick from — as the Bihar government did in its 2022-23 caste-based survey. 

                     र                                                  —         2011 

SECC                —                                          र  र          रह  ह ,         

  ह र  र  र         2022-23                               
 The results of the SECC were neither released by the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 

government nor by the NDA government after it came to power in 2014. 

 SECC      र                               (UPA)  र  र    र    र         और   ह  2014 

                     NDA  र  र    र   
 The open-column methodology had resulted in the 2011 SECC returning over 46 lakh 

different “caste names”, largely owing to the difference in what people understand by caste. 

    -                र  2011 SECC    46                -    “        ”         , 

             र                     र    -            
 The total number of castes during the 1931 Census conducted by the British was 4,147. 

               र   र      1931                र                       4,147     
 In 2021, the Union government informed the Supreme Court in an affidavit, “Assuming that 

some castes may bifurcate into sub-castes, the total number cannot be exponentially high to 
this extent,” adding that the data cannot be relied on for reservation in education, employment 
or elections to local authorities. 

 2021   ,      र  र                                          “     ह                    

                                ह       ह ,              इ            ह   ह      ,” और  ह  
   इ        र     , र    र                            र           र     ह                 

Anomalies reported during 2011 SECC 

 2011 SECC                               

 Officials said the SECC threw up lakhs of caste names as it was kept open-ended. 

       र       ह     SECC                                      इ                   (open-

ended) र           
 Respondents were asked to name their castes. 

   र                                       ह          
 For example, people wrote Gupta, Agarwal and so on for the Baniya caste, which increased 

the numbers exponentially. 

    हर        ,                                ,               ,              ह              

    
 Though the method is not final, the pre-test is providing the same open-ended column for 

respondents to record their castes. 

 ह                        ह   ह ,           -      (pre-test)      र                           
 र           ह                         रह  ह   

 According to the latest government data, there are about 2,650 Other Backward Classes 
(OBCs) on the Central List, 1,170 in the Scheduled Castes category, and 890 in the 
Scheduled Tribes (ST) list. 

         र  र                र,                    2,650               (OBC),          

             1,170 और                 (ST)         890     ह   
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 The State governments maintain their own OBC list. 

 र     र  र           OBC           र    ह   

Concerns about the methodology 

                           

 The Opposition parties have demanded wider consultation with all stakeholders before the 
caste Census is undertaken. 

                               र       ह                              र                ह   
 On December 2, 2025, Mr. Gandhi asked in the Lok Sabha if the government has any 

proposal to publish the draft Census questions and seek inputs from the general public or 
people‟s representatives and whether it will consider best practices such as caste surveys 
done in other States. 

 2        2025                                       र  र                                

 र   और                                                   ह           ह     र            

                                  र     र  र     
 Responding to this, Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai said, “The draft Census 

questionnaires are pre-tested in the field to assess their feasibility before finalisation of the 
same.” 

 इ      र                                   ह , “                                            
 ह   इ       ह                               - र              ह  ” 

 Census has a history of more than 150 years. 

           इ  ह   150               र    ह   
 Learnings from previous Census are taken into consideration for conducting next Census. 

                     र                                                र        ह   
 Before each Census, the inputs are also taken from stakeholders. 

                  ह                                 ह   
 Throughout 2025, the government repeatedly stated that the final caste questionnaire had 

not been settled. 

   र  2025      र    र  र      र-  र  ह                                ह         ह   
 Parliament was informed in February 2026 that questions relating to caste would be notified 

before the commencement of the second phase of Census operations. 

       2026                                                                             
          ह                        

 The Union Home Ministry said representations had been received from various 
organisations and State governments regarding caste enumeration, and that the final 
questionnaire would be prepared according to established procedures. 

                      ह                                         और र     र  र                

ह   ह  और                                      र     र           

Reason for delay in Census exercise 

                              

 The Population Census exercise is done in two phases — the Housing and House Listing 
Operations (HLO) and Population Enumeration, spanning over 11 months. 

                          र              ह  —      औ                    (HLO)     
            ,    11  ह            ह   

 The last Census was completed in 2011. 

              2011      र  ह       
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 The next exercise, Population Census 2021, was initially delayed owing to the COVID 
pandemic that surfaced in India around March 2020, coinciding with the first phase 
enumeration that was to begin from April 1, 2020. 

           ,                2021,                             र          ह  ,         
2020            र              और          ह    र  1      2020        ह        

 While the restrictions related to the pandemic were over by 2022, government did not specify 

the reasons to delay the exercise till now. 

 ह        ह   र                    2022          ह       ,        र  र                     र  
     र        ह        

 On June 4, 2025, the government announced that the population Census along with the 
enumeration of castes will be conducted in two phases by February 28, 2027. 

 4     2025     र  र                                                     28       2027 

       र                       
 The reference date of the people‟s headcount will be 12 a.m., March 1, 2027. 

                            1      2027,     12     ह     

GS Paper II: Polity 08 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08J7 Four States reach a pact on Narmada project payments 

                                                   
08J7 WhatsApp username debate brings informational privacy to the fore 

 WhatsApp                                                     
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08J7. Four States reach a pact on Narmada project payments 

                                                   

 Union Home Minister says that issue of pending payments had remained unresolved 
for a long time and it had been settled amicably; water and electricity have reached all 
four States, he adds 

                                                                        औ                          
                 ;                                  औ                      

 The States of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh reached an 
agreement on Tuesday on the settlement of pending payment issues among the Narmada 
Award beneficiary States. 

        ,       ,         औ           र              र                                    

                              र                 
 The agreement was signed in the presence of Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister 

of Jal Shakti C.R. Patil. 
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  ह          ह               और                      .  .                     ह     र  

          
 Chief Ministers Devendra Fadnavis (Maharashtra), Bhupendra Patel (Gujarat), Bhajan Lal 

Sharma (Rajasthan) and Mohan Yadav (Madhya Pradesh) signed the agreement, which 
relates to the cost-sharing arrangements for the construction of the Sardar Sarovar Project. 

                         (       ),            (      ),              (       ) औ       

     (        )            र ह    र    ,                                              -

     र                    ह   
 Under the agreement, the payments to be made towards the final settlement of pending 

dues have been resolved through a one-time settlement. 

            ह ,                                                                               
         ह           ह   

 Mr. Shah said that the issue of pending payments under the Narmada Award had remained 

unresolved among the four States for a long time, and that it had been resolved amicably on 
Tuesday. 

      ह     ह                     ह                          र  र                        
           और       र    इ     ह               ह   र           

 He said that with the completion of the dam, water and electricity have reached every part of 

the four States. 

   ह     ह               र  ह             र  र               ह            औ         ह       ह   
 He added that while the benefits accruing to Rajasthan may appear modest at first glance, 

the areas that have received Narmada waters have witnessed a transformation in both the 
value of the land and the fortunes of the farmers. 

   ह                                             ह     र                        ह ,       

                               ह ,  ह                और                           र              
ह   

 The Union Home Minister said that let it be Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana 
or Maharashtra, the water ultimately served the people of the country, especially the farmers. 

         ह          ह       ह        ,         ,        ,                    ह ,                   
    ,                             र   ह   

 Regardless of which part of the country the water is utilised in, the ultimate beneficiary will be 
an Indian, he said. 

   ह     ह                     ह                     ह ,                        ह  ह     

Water-sharing issues 

   -              

 Recently, significant progress has also been made in resolving long-standing water-sharing 
issues between States, such as those concerning the Kishau Dam project in Himachal 
Pradesh and the water dispute between Rajasthan and Haryana, officials said. 

       र       ह     ह   ह     र                              रह    -                 ह   र      
    ह            ह   ह ,                                         और                        
              

 On June 29, Rajasthan and Haryana signed an agreement for the construction and 
implementation of the Yamuna Water Project, resolving a nearly three-decade-old issue. 

 29        र       और ह र                                    और                     

        र ह    र    ,                                           ह    
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 Additionally, on June 16, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, 
and Rajasthan agreed to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the 
implementation of the Kishau Multipurpose Project to rejuvenate the Yamuna river. 

 इ        र  , 16         ह         ,   र    ,      ,   र     , ह र     और र                
                                                              ह                (MoU)  र 
ह    र  र    र  ह             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08J7. WhatsApp username debate brings informational privacy to the fore 

 WhatsApp                                                     

 What is perhaps sui generis (unique) about the WhatsApp “username” debate is that both 

the instant messaging platform and the Centre, in different ways, ultimately seek the same 
objective: protecting the informational privacy of users. 

 WhatsApp “       ”                      (sui generis)      ह ह     इ                        
और      र  र         -     र                ह           ह   ह :                             
            र    र    

 The Supreme Court, in its August 2017 judgment delivered by a nine-judge Bench, held 
that “informational privacy” is a facet of the fundamental right to privacy under Article 21 of 
the Constitution. 

                       2017            ,                           र             ,  ह     
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“                     ”                    21     ह                         र        ह   
ह   

 A username would prevent a user‟s phone number from being accessed by someone who 

does not already have it. 

       र                                            ह         र     ,               ह  ह      
       ह   ह   

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), however, is 
apprehensive that the feature could lead to an increase in cybercrime. 

 ह      ,            औ                         (MeitY)          ह      ह    र             

          र      ह   
 These included online fraud, phishing, digital arrest scams, impersonation and identity 

spoofing, including impersonation of individuals, public authorities, financial institutions and 

government agencies. 

 इ                  ,       ,                       ,        औ                   
        ,              ,               र  ,               और  र  र                    

         ह   
 By permitting the adoption of usernames closely resembling those of genuine persons or 

institutions. 

        र                        र                                            -      ह   

 The 2017 judgment in the Justice K.S. Puttaswamy case observed that while the “web is 
a source of lawful activity”, concerns of national security also arise because “the seamless 

structure of the web can be exploited by terrorists to wreak havoc on societies.” 

             .  .                    2017              ह      ह   “                           ”, 

 ह   र        र                       ह    ह        “                र                     र  
                                                  ह  ” 

GS Paper II: International Relations 08 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08J7 Modi highlights need for two-state solution to end Israel-Palestine conflict 

               -                                    -                          
         

08J7 Amnesty report finds proof of ethnic cleansing, crimes against civilians in 
Sudan 

                                       औ                                       
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08J7.  Modi highlights need 
for two-state solution to end 

Israel-Palestine conflict 

               -               
                     -     

                         
     

 Mr. Modi and Mr. Subianto 
also presided over the signing of 14 
agreements and memoranda of 
understanding (MoUs), including 
ones that will allow India to deliver the 
BrahMos supersonic cruise missile 
system and Astra Mk-1 beyond-
visual-range air-to-air missiles to 

Indonesia. 

         और                 14        
औ               (MoUs)  र ह    र 
               ,                 
      ह       र     इ             
                                 
और     Mk-1       -      -       -
  -                  र             

      
 Highlighting the “special 

importance” of the ASEAN 
grouping, he said, “There is strong 

synergy in our respective outlooks on 
the Indo-Pacific”. 

 ASEAN         “          ”    
र         र   ह     ह     ह , “ ह  -      

          र ह  र                      
             ह  ” 

 It further mentioned that the 
Indonesian President welcomed 
“India‟s interest in partnering on 
the integrated development of the 
Sabang Port”. 

 इ                          

इ           र          “                                                             ”    
            

 Which will include maritime industries, and “shore-based services supporting offshore 
energy activities in the Andaman Sea”. 

 इ                और “                                                             

      ”       ह     



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
4 

Highest honour 

             

 Indonesia bestowed the Prime Minister with its highest civilian honour „Bintang Adipurna of 
the Republic of Indonesia‟. 

 इ                                        र        „                                 

       ‟            
 Mr. Modi is the second Indian Prime Minister to receive this award. 

          ह   र   र       र           र    र             ह   
 India‟s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru received the same award posthumously on 

December 12, 1995. 

   र                                    ह    र   र  र   र    12        1995              
        

 

 

08J7. Amnesty report finds proof of ethnic cleansing, crimes against civilians 

in Sudan 

                                       औ                                       

 In a report „City Under Siege, Children Under Fire: Rapid Support Forces‟ Crimes 
Against Humanity in North Darfur‟ released on July 1, Amnesty International concluded 
that Sudanese paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) committed “crimes against 
humanity and carried out ethnic cleansing” during its campaign to seize El Fasher in 
Sudan‟s North Darfur state. 

 1            र   र     „City Under Siege, Children Under Fire: Rapid Support Forces‟ 

Crimes Against Humanity in North Darfur‟                                                 
                           (RSF)                         र                 र       र      
            र   "                     "     और "           "       

 Sudan has been mired in a brutal war since April 2023 between the Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the RSF, which has killed tens of thousands of people and displaced 
millions, according to the United Nations. 

                     र            2023                   (SAF) और RSF                     
     ह   ह ,       ह  र        र     ह  और                   ह   ह   

 Amnesty further finds that the pattern of destroying villages in Abu Zerega area, populated 
primarily by Zaghawa communities along with smaller numbers of other non-Arab ethnic 
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groups, which took place between December 2024 and March 2025, is consistent with 
ethnic cleansing. 

             ह                   2024         2025                         ,  ह                    
और        -               रह     ,               र                                ह   

Call for action 

                 

 It specifically urged States to stop providing arms to the United Arab Emirates, which 
Amnesty described as the RSF‟s principal foreign backer, until it complies with the UN 
arms embargo. 

  र                              ह                                     ह    र        र        

 र ,                 RSF                            ह ,           ह                       
                ह    र    

GS Paper III: Economy 08 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

08J7 Grand ambitions 

                    
08J7 India‟s economic prospects after the West Asian crisis 

                                                  
08J7 What does the lifting of gas curbs mean? 

                                   ? 

08J7 How India‟s life insurance sector funds government expenditure 

                                                           
08J7 Upcoming Index of Services Production is expected to rely heavily on GST 

figures 

                           (Index of Services Production)        GST               
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08J7. Grand ambitions 

                    

 India‟s Ministry of Cooperation, which completed five 
years on July 6, is a bold experiment in harnessing the potential of 

this approach. 

   र                    ,       6                     र     , इ  

                          र           ह         ह   
 Cooperatives, by their very character, are relatively small 

scale and fragmented; organising them, and connecting them to 

the broader economy that disproportionately rewards hyper-scalers 
is a balancing intervention — an economic, political and social 
imperative. 

  ह  र                                                औ            

ह    ह ;   ह          र   और   ह                          ,        
  र  र      र  र                                ह ,            र  
ह      ह  —         ,          औ                   

 The Ministry aims to transform the cooperative landscape 
by bringing policy coherence across agriculture, dairy, fisheries, 
banking, housing, consumer cooperatives, and exports. 

                      ,      ,          ,       ,     ,         
               औ                              र               

         ह   
 This requires collaboration with States and national 

federations, capacity building, wise use of digital technology, and 

market linkages. 

 इ              औ                      ह   ,            ,        

                         और     र                ह   
 Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) are the 

foundation of rural cooperatives. 

             ऋ           (PACS)        ह  र                  ह   
 Through a reformed legal framework, they have been 

empowered to undertake over 25 business activities, transforming 

them into multifaceted institutions delivering many economic 
services in rural India. 

      र                          ,   ह  25                   

            र           र          ह ,                  र        

                   र         ह                         ह   
 The Ministry has facilitated new national-level multi-State 

cooperative societies, expanding market access for members and 

strengthening cooperative value chains from production to global 
markets. 

                               -                                      ह ,                
    र     ह        ह  और                      र      ह  र                      ह   ह   

 Cooperative enterprises are being encouraged to grow and compete, and a National 
Cooperation Policy is in the making. 

                      और           र                ह          रह  ह , और           

                  र       रह  ह   
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 But there are challenges amid the opportunities. 

          र                            ह   
 Corruption and inefficiency eroded the potential of India‟s cooperative sector, and the fear 

of local communities and States losing control of cooperatives to a national-level mechanism 
needs to be assuaged. 

         औ             र      ह  र                     र      ह , और                    
र        र   ह  र           र                        र  र              ह   

 The task is in finding the sweet spot of consolidation and decentralisation; localisation 
and nationalisation; technology and human labour, for boosting the sector. 

 इ                                  औ           ;           औ           ;       औ  
                ह                     ह   

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah, who holds the portfolio, is pushing the cooperative sector 
to expand into production and marketing, beyond agricultural credit and input facilitation, 

which could help mitigate the sector‟s endemic crisis. 

                        ,            ह        ह ,  ह  र              ऋ  और                  
        र        औ                र       र   र    रह  ह ,       इ                           
    र                   ह   

 A well-coordinated, yet federated, cooperative sector can offset the social, environmental 
and political costs of global capitalism, which is the default model of the economy. 

                                    ,                                               
       ,           औ                             र      ह   

 Government and business leaders worldwide are viewing cooperatives with renewed 
interest, as the pitfalls of hypercapitalism become pronounced. 

         र     र  र  और       र                                           रह  ह ,       

                                    ह       रह  ह   
 India can develop its cooperative sector as a global model. 

   र                                                     र      ह   
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08J7. India‟s economic prospects after the West Asian crisis 

                                                  
 Real Gross Value Added (GVA) growth was even more impressive at 7.9% in 2025-26, with 

the manufacturing, trade, transport, and financial and real estate sectors recording 
growth rates exceeding 10%. 

                       (GVA)       2025-26    7.9%        और             रह ,       
        ,       ,                  औ                     10%                र         

 With nominal GDP growth at 8.9%, the implicit price deflator-based inflation rate stood at 
1.1% in 2025-26. 

 8.9%           GDP             ,        ह                                       2025-

26    1.1% रह   
 The RBI has given a dividend of ₹2.69 lakh crore to the Government. 

 RBI     र  र    ₹2.69                         ह   
 This amount covers a significant portion of the budgeted „Dividends and profits from RBI 

and Financial Institutions‟ in 2026-27 at ₹3.16 lakh crore. 

  ह र    2026-27    „RBI औ                          औ        ‟               ₹3.16     

            ह        ह         र   र   ह   
 Given these developments, we expect the 2026-27 budgeted fiscal deficit at 4.3% of GDP to 

be either realised or only marginally exceeded. 

 इ                   ह  , ह         र   ह     2026-27                               GDP 

   4.3%  र      ह                              ह     
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 Second, the volume of domestic production of crude oil has fallen over time to 26 million 
metric tons (MMT) in 2025-26 from a peak of 35.9 MMT in 2011-12. 

    र ,                                     2011-12    35.9 MMT            र       र 
2025-26    26 MMT ह      ह   

 Third, demand for petroleum products/petroleum, oil, and lubricants (PoL) has increased, 

thereby generating the need for larger imports. 

    र ,                /        ,     औ        (PoL)             ह ,                    
              ह   ह   

Build reserves 

                      

 The current account deficit was 0.6% of GDP in 2025-26, with the fourth quarter showing a 
surplus of 0.7% of GDP. 

                2025-26    GDP    0.6%   ,               ह     GDP    0.7%            
          

 

08J7. What does the lifting of gas curbs mean? 

                                   ? 

 The Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry, in a notification, amended the Natural Gas 
(Supply Regulation) Order, 2026, and omitted provisions that had prioritised sale of 
domestically produced natural gas and imported Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) as per a 
priority list released by the government during the U.S.-Israel war on Iran. 

          औ                                                   (              )     , 2026 

               और               ह                             -                 र    र  र 
   र    र                        र  र                              और                

            (LNG)                               
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  “Domestic piped gas to homes and CNG for vehicles receive 100% supply with no cuts.” 

 “ र          र             और              CNG                       100%             ह    
ह  ” 

Which sector uses LNG the most? 

            LNG                           ? 

 Fertilizer plants are known to consume a bulk of India‟s LNG. 

    र                LNG         ह           र                    ह   
 In an earlier interaction with The Hindu in March, Mr. Vasisht had said, “A little less than 30% 

of natural gas use goes into making fertilizers, while power plants account for 13% and city 
gas distribution 21%.” 

            ह            ह               ,              ह    , “                        30%    
                 र                ह ,                       ह     र  13% और             र  

   21% ह  ” 
 Urea, which has around 46% of nitrogen, is the most common nitrogen fertilizer. 

       ,            46%         ह    ह ,               इ        र  ह   
 It is produced by converting natural gas (methane) into ammonia and then combining it with 

carbon dioxide. 

 इ               (     )                 र       र   और   र इ     र       इ    इ         

     र            ह   
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08J7. How India‟s life insurance sector funds government expenditure 

                                                           

 A significant share of life insurance premiums is reinvested in securities that finance 
government expenditure. 

                         ह        ह                                        ह ,               

             र   ह   
 While the case for deeper insurance penetration is often made in terms of household 

financial protection, it is equally important for sovereign fiscal stability. 

  ह                       ह      र   र  र             र                          ह ,  ह    ह 

                                      ह   ह       ह   
 When the government borrows, the question that follows is rarely asked aloud: who lends? 

                      ,    इ                          ह      र           ह :    र          ह ? 

 A large part of the answer is the life insurance sector. 

 इ             र               ह   
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 Every year, millions of households across India pay premiums into life insurance policies. 

 हर       र   र           र  र                                         र   ह   
 That money is reinvested, for decades, in the very securities that finance government 

expenditure — roads, railways, water supplies, hospitals, defence. 

  ह              ह                                    ह ,     र  र      —    ,      ,    

      ,        औ      —              र   ह   
 The household protecting itself against the loss of its breadwinner is simultaneously, and 

unknowingly, lending to the sovereign [the Central government]. 

                              ह                 र     र          र  र     ह                  
      [         ]    ऋ     रह  ह    ह   

 Life insurers collectively hold close to a quarter of India‟s outstanding central government 
dated securities, based on RBI and IRDAI data — a share that has remained stable even 
as the total sovereign debt stock expanded by around 40 per cent in three years. 

 RBI औ  IRDAI                  र                         ह          र                     

                                -       ह    र    ह  —  ह  ह             र रह         

 र  र  ऋ      र                 40               

Patient capital in a volatile world 

                                

 The stoic and resilient quality of the sector‟s sovereign support is as significant as its scale. 

 इ                            र और             इ       र       ह   ह       ह   
 Life insurers write policies with tenures of twenty, thirty, sometimes forty years. 

                       ,     औ     -                                       र   र   ह   
 Government securities are the natural habitat of long-duration liabilities — the only asset 

class that absorbs this scale of funds at matching tenures without distorting the market. 

  र  र                                                      ह  —  ह         र          ह     
    र                                     इ                          ह   र      ह   

 Unlike foreign portfolio investors, whose appetite fluctuates with global risk sentiment, 

insurance companies buy and hold. 

                                 र  ,                                                   
रह   ह ,                र     ह  और             र    ह   

 They do not exit when oil prices rise or when a geopolitical event triggers a reassessment of 
emerging market exposure. 

                                  -र                                                         

            ह ,            हर  ह          ह   
 Their participation is counter-cyclical by design — stable precisely when other buyers 

become unreliable. 

            र              -     (counter-cyclical) ह    ह  —                  र रह   ह  
        र   र           ह       ह   

 A steady domestic base of long-horizon holders reduces rollover risk and moderates 
borrowing costs across the maturity spectrum. 

                                  र    र                      र   ह  और                  
   र                   र   ह   

 Life insurers buy when others sell, hold when others exit, and reinvest when others pause. 

                        र     ह               ह ,         र    ह           हर        ह , और 
              र   ह                 ह   
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 That is the structural consequence of writing long-duration promises to millions of 

policyholders. 

  ह              र                                 र         र    ह   

The heavyweight within the sector 

                       

 The sector‟s contribution is not evenly distributed. 

 इ                                   ह   ह   
 The Life Insurance Corporation of India carries the dominant share — a consequence of its 

scale, its predominantly participating product mix, and the duration of its in-force book. 

                       (LIC)    इ          ह    ह  —    इ           र,             ह     
           और इ                                      र    ह   

 Its March 2025 regulatory filing with IRDAI (Form L-26) confirms that sovereign paper 
accounts for nearly 63 per cent of its non-linked policyholder corpus — well above the 

regulatory minimum, and a direct expression of what long-duration liabilities demand at scale. 

 इ         2025    IRDAI                            (Form L-26)        र   ह      र  र  
           इ       -                             63        ह    ह  —             

                         ह  और       र  र                 र                        ह   
 LIC holds approximately 19 per cent of all outstanding central government dated 

securities — a figure confirmed by the RBI‟s Public Debt Management Quarterly Report 
for FY24, the most recently published data. 

 LIC                       र  र                               19             ह  —       
      RBI                  FY24          ऋ                        र   ह   

 LIC‟s IRDAI regulatory filings for March 2025 give the institutional reality in absolute terms: 
₹20.2 lakh crore in central government securities alone, and ₹32.3 lakh crore in total 
government and government-guaranteed securities across all funds. 

 LIC         2025    IRDAI            इ                                        ह :          

                      ₹20.2         , और                                 -          

             ₹32.3           
 These are not estimates. 

            ह   ह   
 They are figures LIC files with its regulator every quarter and that any researcher can access 

on the IRDAI website. 

             ह     ह  LIC हर     ह                          र   ह  और    ह                 
IRDAI          र          ह   

 This makes LIC the single largest institutional holder of Indian government‟s debt. 

  ह LIC                  ऋ                                 ह   
 Private life insurers, with a higher proportion of unit-linked and shorter-tenure products, 

contribute a smaller fraction today. 

                        ,            -      औ                                     ह ,    

                        ह   
 As they grow and deepen their traditional offerings, their sovereign allocations will follow the 

same structural logic. 

     -              और        र   र                   र   ,                                   
इ     र                  र   र     

 The regulator has already recognised the systemic dimension of this function. 

            ह   ह  इ                             ह         ह   
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 IRDAI designates LIC as a Domestic Systemically Important Insurer every year, describing 

it as an institution whose distress would cause significant dislocation in the financial system. 

 IRDAI हर     LIC                                                 र   ह , इ                   
ह                               ह           र         र      ह   

 That designation, rightly made on insurance-sector grounds, points toward a wider truth — 
the dislocation would extend into the sovereign borrowing programme itself. 

  ह     ,                   र  र                     ह ,                    र        र   ह  
—     र                                        ह   

 Insurers in Japan, the United Kingdom, and South Korea are among the largest holders of 

their respective governments‟ long-dated securities, not because regulation mandates it but 
because their liability profiles demand it. 

      ,                 औ                                   -      र  र               

                        र            ह , इ      ह                        र   ह       इ     

             र    र    इ          र   ह   
 India‟s life insurance sector is following the same path. 

   र                      इ               र   र रह  ह   

The fragility within the stability 

                             

 India‟s life insurance penetration stood at 2.7 per cent of GDP in FY25, the third consecutive 
year of decline from a pandemic-era peak of 3.2 per cent, against a global life average of 3.0 
per cent. 

   र                ह    FY25    GDP    2.7        र रह ,     ह   र                 र 3.2 

              र    र        र      ,                       औ   3.0       ह   
 Three regulatory interventions between 2023 and 2024 — restructured distribution 

economics, taxation on certain high-value policies, and mandatory product repricing, 
simultaneously, has compressed new businesses. 

 2023 औ  2024                     ह      —    र                      ,        -     

               र  र     और                            —                                र 
      

 While each was defensible in isolation, their cumulative effect was adverse. 

 ह                    -                 ,                               रह   
 The sector is recovering. 

  ह         र  र रह  ह   
 But the episode illustrates a risk worth noting. 

        ह                                        ह   
 When multiple regulatory actions compress new business at once, the household savings 

that would otherwise have flowed into the sovereign debt market through insurance, reduce or 
find shorter-duration homes elsewhere. 

                                               र   ह ,             ,                  
          र  र  ऋ      र        ,         ह      ह   और                             ह   

 The sovereign borrowing programme may not notice this in the short term. 

                                   इ          ह     ह   ह        
 Over a decade, it would. 

                 इ                     

The unacknowledged pillar 
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 Banking commands policy attention in proportion to its systemic importance. 

           इ                         र                   ह   
 Insurance, which quietly holds close to a quarter of outstanding central government dated 

securities, does not. 

         ,                                                           -       ह       र    
ह ,               ह          

 The case for deeper insurance penetration is most often made in the language of household 
financial protection — the uninsured family, the inadequate sum assured, a mis-sold 

product or an unsettled claim. 

               ह                    र                                       ह  —                
  र  र,              र   ,      र                                     

 These are legitimate concerns. 

                 ह   
 But there is a parallel case, made in the language of sovereign fiscal stability, that has not 

been fully articulated in public policy discourse. 

                                                    र        ह ,                              र  
 रह        ह            ह   

 If the reliability of India‟s 
domestic sovereign funding 
base is a macroeconomic priority 

given the scale of annual borrowing 
requirements, then the depth and 
health of the life insurance sector 
remain directly relevant to that 
priority. 

               र               
                ह     र           
                       
                          

         ह ,                     
 हर   और               र  र    

                 ह   ह  

08J7. Upcoming Index of 

Services Production is 
expected to rely heavily on 
GST figures 

                           

(Index of Services 

Production)        GST 

                              
        

 The upcoming Index of 
Services Production (ISP) will rely 
heavily on Goods and Services 

Tax (GST) data to arrive at its estimates of services sector production, the report of the 
technical committee tasked with designing the index framework has said. 
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                           (ISP),                                       र  र                   
        (GST)           र      ह         र  र   ,                          र  र               

                 र         ह      ह   
 Where GST data is not available, the index will use a combination of administrative data and 

the Annual Survey of Incorporated Services Sector Enterprises (ASISSE), which would 
make the index a “unique blend” of multiple data sources and methodologies, according to 

the report. 

  ह   GST                 ह   ह   ,  ह    ह                           Annual Survey of 

Incorporated Services Sector Enterprises (ASISSE)                     र   ,        र     
        र  ह                        और                   "            "           

 The first data release of the index, which is the first such attempt at consistently and 
periodically quantifying the formal services sector, will be on July 29. 

 इ                                     ,    औ                        र और    -     र 
              र       ह        ह , 29          ह     

 “The major source of data for compilation of ISP is GST,” the report noted. 

  र         ह     , “ISP                                   GST ह  ” 
 It did, however, acknowledge this approach would leave out some sectors. 

 ह      , इ     ह         र              ह                            ह    र        
 “Coverage under GST by definition is restricted to the entities registered with the GST,” the 

report noted. 

  र         ह     , “  र             र GST             र        GST                       

      ह  ” 
 “In India, in case of services or mixed supplies, registration under the GST Act is not 

mandatorily required for small businesses having all-India aggregate turnover below ₹20 
lakh (₹10 lakh if the business is in the States of Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland and 
Tripura).” 

 “  र                                       , GST             ह       र                     
             ह   ह               र          र   र ₹20           ह  (                 , 
      ,         औ                        ₹10    ) ” 

 It further said the sample drawn for the ASISSE is also based on the framework set out by the 
GST Network. 

      ह         ASISSE                          GST Network    र        र         र     र  

ह   

Only formal sector 

      औ           

 “Thus, these two sources cover the formal sector enterprises registered under GST 
Act/Companies Act only,” the report said. 

  र         ह     , “इ     र,                  GST        /                                

औ                       ह    र  र   ह  ” 
 “Based upon these considerations, the Technical Advisory Committee of the ISP 

recommended the coverage of the ISP may be treated as covering the formal sector.” 

 “इ      र        र  र, ISP                                          ISP      र      
औ                र  र                 ” 

 In other words, the ISP should not be treated as a measure of the informal services sector 
in India. 

    र         , ISP      र                                   ह                ह   
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 The committee recommended the ASISSE be used to provide data on health residential 
care and the education sector. 

                        ASISSE                                                       

             र                     
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08J7.  Contact lost with Drishti, world‟s first 

OptoSAR satellite 

              OptoSAR                        

    

 The Bengaluru-based space start-up GalaxEye 
has lost contact with Mission Drishti, the world‟s first 
OptoSAR satellite, as it encountered an anomaly 
following a geomagnetic solar storm, the company 

said on Tuesday. 

                 र       -   GalaxEye          र    
 ह       -                                            
  र                ,          ह   OptoSAR     ,    
              ह   

 Mission Drishti, which was launched in May, is 
also India‟s largest privately developed earth 
observation satellite. 

                                 र                   
                                  ह   

 “In the final stage of LEOP (Launch and Early 
Orbit Phase), the maiden spacecraft encountered an 

anomaly following a geomagnetic solar storm.” 

 “LEOP (                      )           र    , इ  

 ह       र           -          र                 

                       र       ” 
 Mission Drishti was launched on May 3 aboard 

a Falcon 9 by SpaceX from Vandenberg, California. 

              3                                  SpaceX 

   Falcon 9 र        र                    
 The satellite integrated electro-optical (EO) and 

synthetic aperture radar (SAR) sensors into a single operational platform. 
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 इ     ह          -       (EO) और                     (SAR)    र        ह    र     

                           

 An Earth observation satellite is like a camera in space.  

 It continuously takes pictures and collects information about the Earth's surface.  

 Such satellites are used for agriculture, disaster management, weather 

monitoring, border surveillance, mapping, urban planning, and environmental 

studies. 

Mission Drishti was unique because it combined Electro-Optical (EO) and Synthetic 

Aperture Radar (SAR) sensors on a single satellite. 

 Electro-Optical (EO) sensors work like the camera on a smartphone.  

 They capture high-quality images using sunlight, so they provide clear pictures 

during the daytime and in good weather.  

 Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) sends out radio waves and receives the reflected 

signals.  

 Since radio waves can pass through clouds, smoke, and darkness, SAR can capture 

images day or night and even during bad weather. 
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08J7.  Finerenone helps slow kidney disease in patients without diabetes 

                                                                           

 Three global studies published in the New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of the 
American Medical Association, and The Lancet suggest that finerenone, a drug 
previously used mainly in diabetes-related kidney disease, could help a much broader 

group of patients. 

                          ,                                   औ                        

                          ह             ,     ह                                                  
                         , र             ह          ह     ह      र      ह   

 In chronic kidney disease, the kidneys gradually lose their ability to filter waste from the 
blood. 

                      ,        र -  र                                                    ह   
 While diabetes is one of its leading causes, many patients develop the condition because of 

high blood pressure, autoimmune disorders, or other conditions that damage the 

kidney‟s filtering units. 
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ह              इ           र            ह ,    र          ह                 ,   -        

                           र         ह    ह ,                       इ  इ              ह       
ह   

 Doctors can slow the disease using medicines that lower blood pressure and newer drugs 
that lower blood sugar while reducing strain on the kidneys. 

    र               र              और                    र   इ      र           र      
ह ,                     र         -          र                       र   ह   

 Across different forms of chronic kidney disease, researchers found that the drug slowed 
disease progression, reduced protein leakage in urine, and lowered the risk of kidney 
failure. 

                                    ,                      इ                                 , 
                              और                                   

 Participants received either finerenone or a placebo in addition to their usual treatment. 

                              र        र                                        
 Finerenone slowed the worsening of kidney disease, reduced protein leakage in urine by 

about 42%, and lowered the risk of kidney failure or major loss of kidney function in this 

group. 

              इ     ह                र                               ,                       
     42%           , और                                                                

 

 

 
 
08J7. When might life on the earth 

end? 

                                  ? 

 Previous studies had tried to answer 
this question using simplified climate 
models, finding the biosphere‟s twilight 
could occur in 100 million to 900 million 
years. 

                 इ           र            
                र                       , 
                                    र  100 

          900                      ह   
 The new study made use of a more 

sophisticated model, which also accounted 
for the effects of clouds, humidity, and 
planetary circulation on temperature. 

                                  
              ,               र      , 
      औ                                 
                

 While the traditional minimum for 
plant survival is 10 parts per million (ppm) 
of carbon dioxide, the authors suggested 
that crassulacean acid metabolism plants 

and certain aquatic species could even 
survive at as low as 1 ppm. 
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 ह                     रह            र   र                                 10           

       (ppm)           ह ,                                                        और     

              1 ppm              र  र          रह      ह   
 In around 1.68 billion years, the global average surface temperature reaches the thermal 

limit for complex life. 

      1.68           ,        औ     ह                                     ह           
 Around 1.87 billion years from now, the climate becomes too hot for all land plants, marking 

the end of the vegetative biosphere. 

            1.87            ,                                         ह       ,       
                      ह         

 And in 2.1 billion years, the earth begins losing its oceans to space. 

 और 2.1           ,             ह    र         र               र       
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Fly flock: Atlantic ruins gather on a cliff on Britain‟s 
Inner Farne Islands in Northumberland on Monday 
during the National Trust's 2026 annual census, 
monitoring the seabirds‟ breeding population. 

 Atlantic puffins are small seabirds often 

called the "clowns of the sea" because of their 

brightly coloured beaks during the breeding season.  

 They spend most of their lives at sea and 

come to coastal cliffs and islands only to breed. 

 The Inner Farne Islands are part of the 

Farne Islands, an archipelago located off the coast 

of Northumberland in northeast England.  
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08J7. Scientists develop a health tracker for high-altitude yaks in Himalayas 

                                                                       

 A team of scientists has developed an Internet of Things (IoT)-based smart system to 
monitor the health of the high-altitude yaks and keep tabs on their movement near the 
international border in the Himalayas. 

                                        (IoT)     र                           ह ,        

                             र     र    और                                       
           र   र र      

 The Indian yak (Bos grunniens), often called the „ship of the Himalayas‟, is an integral part 
of the economy of mountain dwellers, who depend on it for meat, milk, and transportation. 

            (Bos grunniens),         र '              '  ह       ह ,                रह        
                            ह    ह ,        ,     औ                इ   र     र रह   ह   

 Found at altitudes above 8,000 feet, this bovine animal has long been recognised for its 
resilience and adaptability to extreme conditions. 

 8,000                    र                 ह                                  र           
                  और                               ह   

 The newly developed technology — a device attached to an animal collar — seeks to reduce 
these hurdles, according to Mihir Sarkar, director of the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research‟s National Research Centre on Yak (NRC-Y) at Dirang in Arunachal Pradesh. 

                                                                                  (NRC-Y) 
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                              र,                 —                                     र  

ह  — इ       इ          र            र   ह   
 The scientists said that this IoT-based smart system for geo-fencing and monitoring the 

health of yaks and predicting the stress they undergo is designed to address the challenges 

of yak management in remote, high-altitude regions, where continuous physical monitoring of 
animals is often difficult. 

              ह         -      ,                      र    और     र                   
                       ह IoT                      र        ह                           
                    र              र          ह ,  ह              र  र         र       र 
     ह    ह   

 
 


